Introduced by Council Members R. Brown, Schellenberg, Brosche, Crescimbeni, K. Brown, Gaffney, Morgan, Dennis, Newby, Hazouri, Anderson, Becton, Gulliford, Bowman, Carter and Wilson: 
RESOLUTION 2017-774
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF DOCTOR ARNETT GIRARDEAU ON THE OCCASION OF HIS PASSING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Arnett Elyus Girardeau, a Jacksonville native, graduated from Stanton Senior High School in 1947 and earned a bachelor’s of science degree and a Doctor of Dental Surgery (D.D.S.) degree from Howard University in Washington D.C.; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Girardeau was drafted into the United States Army during the Korean War after graduating from college and worked as a high speed radio operator and radio instructor, received a leadership scholarship for non-commissioned officers for being the top student in his class, and was awarded the American Spirit Honor Medal by the Citizens Committee for the Army, Navy and Air Force, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, while in dental school and prior to returning to live and practice dentistry in Jacksonville, Dr. Girardeau became involved in the civil rights movement. On August 26, 1960 on the eve of what came to be known as “Ax Handle Saturday”, Dr. Girardeau attended an NAACP crisis meeting with his friend Rutledge Pearson. The NAACP meeting was to finalize plans for the scheduled sit-in protest the next day August 27, 1960. The actions of that day changed Dr. Girardeau’s life perspective and purpose forever; and  
WHEREAS, Dr. Girardeau returned to Jacksonville in 1962 and started his dentist practice and civil rights work. He became the vice president of the Jacksonville Chapter of the NAACP from 1962-1966. Dr. Girardeau’s many civil rights efforts led him to becoming the first African-American elected to the Florida Senate. He served as a member of the Florida House of Representatives from 1976-1982 until his election as a Florida State Senator from 1983-1993. Additionally, Dr. Girardeau became the first African-American Senate President Pro Tempore and was a founding member and chairman of the Florida Conference of Black State Legislators; and

WHEREAS, Arnett Girardeau was a civil rights champion and dedicated servant for the people. His many community service involvements and accomplishments include: founding member of the Jacksonville Anti-Poverty Program; President of the Community Urban Development Council; member of the Mayor’s Task Force on East Jacksonville Civil Disorder; President of Black Community Coalition; chairman of the Affirmative Action Committee; member of the Florida Advisory Committee to the Federal Civil Rights Commission; the Jacksonville Metropolitan Criminal Justice Advisory Council; the Florida  Human  Relations Commission; the Governor's Advisory Council on Minority Enterprise Development; the Council of Leadership for Community  Advancement; and the Mayor's Jacksonville Council on Citizens Involvement. His many awards include the Community Relations Commission  "Award  for Outstanding Service"; Phi Delta Kappa  National Sorority "Award  for Dedicated  Service  in Civic Affairs"; Florida  Human Relations Commission  Legislative  Achievement Award; Florida Medical, Dental and Pharmaceutical Award; Florida Junior College Student Government Award; and State Action Council Award, just to name a few; and

WHEREAS, because of his lifetime of selfless service to the cause, in 2017 Dr. Girardeau was elected to the Florida Civil Rights Hall of Fame, in recognition of his noble and tireless efforts in the fight against segregation and discrimination; and

WHEREAS, the City Council was saddened to learn of the recent passing of this legendary figure in Jacksonville’s and Florida’s history, whose legacy will long be remembered; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and innumerable accomplishments of Dr. Arnett Girardeau upon the sad occasion of his passing, and extends to his family, friends and admirers the City’s most sincere condolences. His example of selfless service will be long and gratefully remembered by all who knew him. 
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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